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Imidazo[1,5—a]pyridines, an important class of aza—heterocycles, have drawn much
attention due to their biological activity and photophysical property. Among the various
synthetic methods reported, the oxidative cyclization forming imidazo[1,5—a]pyridines via
the C—H activation of pyridinylacetates and benzyl amines has been recognized as a facile
and atom—economical approach. However, the successful examples have been limited and
generally require harsh reaction conditions and/or expensive stoichiometric reagents. In this
study, we developed the flavin—iodine—catalyzed aerobic cross—dehydrogenative coupling
between pyridinylacetates and benzyl amines to synthesize imidazo[1,5—a]pyridines under
metal—free and mild conditions.
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