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Feasibility Studies on the Patrol by Health Information Watcher
About 20 Years of Japan Internet Medial Association (JIMA)
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We are challenging to take advantage of the Information Technology (IT) in the medical field.
JIMA (Japan Internet Medical Association) was established in 1988, aimed at safely providing
and using medical information. As one of the elements of SDMCI (Strategic Defensive
Medical-Care Initiative), JIMA hopes to play an important role in preventing unhappy medical
accidents caused by incorrect or misleading medical information. In this regard, we adopted
the e-Health Code of Ethics. It is a set of standards for the use of information technology in
healthcare (e-Health). It ensures the quality of information and services provided online.
Through it, we are running an accreditation program, the JIMA trust program, which allows
the website to display our trust mark on the page we checked. The Internet has been
dramatically changing the world of medicine with different communication issues between
medial information providers and consumers. Therefore, we did a feasibility study on Health
Information Watcher (HIW) activities using a SNS (Social Network Service) such as Facebook.
In the activity, the members were assigned to surf the net and identify medical advertisements
that violate government medical regulations, and sent alarm to the advertiser. Though it is
effective somehow, we think the trust program for e-Health Code of Ethics more effective.

Keywords: JIMA(Japan Internet Medical Association), eHealth Ethical Code, Info-Med(Info-Medicine)
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