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The revision of the ICD has reached a final stage for the official launch in 2018. An evaluation version of the
ICD-11 MMS (hereinafter ICD-11 evaluation version) was compiled in October 2016, and its modified version
(hereinafter ICD-11 modified version) was announced in April 2017. In this research, we outlined the process of
changing the structure from ICD-10 to ICD-11 and discussed influences of the structural changes of ICD on
medical and clinical administration as well as health policies in Japan.

In order to compare the structure of the recent ICDs, namely ICD-10, ICD-11 evaluation and modified version,
we extracted three categories where major changes were made, namely diabetes, cerebrovascular disease and
dementia, and analysed the structural changes between the three ICD versions.

While diabetes mellitus was classified in the same chapter as three major complications in ICD-10, these
complications were classified in other chapters in ICD-11s. Cerebrovascular disease belonged to "Disease of the
circulatory system" in ICD-10 and ICD-11 evaluation version whereas it was classified as a part of "Disease of the
nervous system™ in ICD-11 modified version. Dementia belonged to "Mental and behavioral disorders™ in ICD-10
whereas it was classified as "Disease of the nervous system" in the ICD-11 evaluation version, and "Disorder of
mental, behavioral or neurodevelopment” in the modified version.

One of the main purposes of the ICD revision is to improve the usability of ICD not only for mortality statistics
but also for morbidity statistics and clinical settings. This study indicated that there are significant changes of the
ICD structures based on long debates with epidemiological and medical evidence as well as the requests from
various academic societies. As for diseases that are significantly different from the current classification, it is
necessary to consider appropriate use of new ICDs within the existing settings, such as death certificates, policy
making and reimbursement of health insurance in Japan. It is important to gather information on the revision of
ICD, analyse them and make proposal to WHO for developing appropriate classification for the Japanese settings.
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