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The accomplishment and challenge of cloud type EHR system

Tomohiro Masuhara™, Kazunari Tanaka™?,
Yohei Mitsuhiro™, Yuria Sugawara™

*1 *3*4 Information Applications Promotion Office, Advanced Information Systems and Software Division, the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

*2 , Advanced Information Systems and Software Division, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications

Electronic Health Record system is a mechanism to promote information sharing among medical and related
institutions in the community, in order to realize a society that people can receive high-quality medical services with
peace of mind in a familiar area, and the Japanese government has also promoted its construction. The number of
EHR system has been increasing slowly in Japan since FY 2000 but there are only about 270 EHR systems. The
several problems prevent introducing EHR systems into each region, such as large operation cost and restricted
function. The cumbersomeness of getting consent from patients and the uncertainty of the benefits for participating
institutions cause sluggish growth of the number of cooperative participants and medical and related institutions.
Therefore, using the supplementary budget for FY 2016, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications
helped some local entities introducing cloud type EHR system. As a result, these entities have achieved the
reduction of construction and operation costs, bi-directional information sharing, and the increase in the number of

cooperative patient and medical and related institutions.

Keywords: Electronic Health Records, Cloud Computing, Regional medical care
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