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Introducing ComedJisyo 1.0 - A UTF-8-based medical term dictionary

Kaoru Sagara*1 , Masako Ono™' ,Makoto Yamazaki™

*1 Seinan Jo Gakuin University, *2 National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics,

This paper reports on the development of Comelisyo 1.0, an updated medical dictionary based on UTF-8 encoding that adopts the

MeCab open source part-of-speech morphological analyzer and text segmentation library. While numerous software designers have

adopted UTF-8 based formats in recent years, the current ComelJisyo V5-1 medical dictionary is still based on Shift Japan Industrial

Standards (Shift_JIS) Japanese character encoding, which cannot display a significant number of JIS third-level Chinese characters.

This is an important issue because five of the standard printing fonts used in the tests for Japanese national nurse examinations, “%&”,

“HE”, <7, “%E”, and “%E”, contain such characters. The ComeJisyo 1.0 library contains 75,723 registered words, each accompanied

by information as to whether or not it has appeared in questions of the Japanese national examinations for nurses, registered dietitians,

and midwives within the past five years. Additionally, the dictionary provides document frequency information on five kinds of

medical record data, as well as English language equivalent words and the English names of the diseases or conditions that are

described in the nurse examination questionnaire.

Keywords: Medical terminology, Morphological analysis, Dictionary, Word segmentation, UTF-8.
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