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Consideration about regional disparities in the utilization of Hospital
Information System
- focus on the small and medium size private hospital in Hokkaido -
Yuji TANI, Hiroyuki HIROKAWA
Asahikawa Medical University

The number of medical institutions to introduce a hospital information system (HIS) has been increasing year by
year but has not yet progressed spread large cost burden in the introduction. However, the role of HIS in hospital
management is great. In Hokkaido, the secondary medical care area is wide and needs of regional cooperation are
high. Therefore, from the questionnaire survey conducted on small and medium-sized private hospitals, we consider
the regional characteristics concerning the introduction and utilization of IT assets throughout Japan and Hokkaido.
The questionnaire survey mailed a questionnaire to 3850 facilities randomly selected for 4528 small and medium
private hospitals. The questionnaire survey received responses from 340 facilities (75 facilities within Hokkaido).
Main introduction of IT equipment was mainly PACS and there was no big difference in introduction rate between
them. Hokkaido's introduction rate was about 30% less than the national penetration rate. In addition, compared with
the whole country as a management task, Hokkaido has relatively few hospitals that catch financial items, as well as
organizational issues such as consciousness reform and staff education. From this, Hokkaido has not yet undergone
organizational change, suggesting the need to focus on improving operational efficiency and establishing
organizational structure in the future. If these can be established, it is expected that the introduction of HIS will

progress with the aim of improving operational efficiency.

Keywords: hospital information system, hospital management, small and medium private hospitals,
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