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Functionality of ICD-11 and its implementation in Japan

Takeshi Imai*!

*1 Center for Disease Biology and Integrative Medicine, Graduate School of Medicine, the University of Tokyo

WHO released International Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems 11th revision (ICD-11) in June
2018. ICD-11 has a number of new features, including layered structure of foundation component and linearizations
for different purposes, electronic distribution and coding tool, inclusion of many detailed disease names as index
terms, traditional medicine chapter, post-coordination using stem codes and extension codes for detailed coding,
and so on. These new features will be effective for “flexible” coding for different purposes such as mortality and
morbidity coding, primary care coding, researches, and health policy decision making, as well as for better
integration with hospital information systems. However, there still remains many issues to be resolved for its
implementation. This paper discusses those issues from the viewpoint of new functional features of ICD-11 towards

the implementation in Japan.
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