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Analyses of the “Unspecified code” and ICD-11 revision
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DPC hospitals are trying to reduce the site unknown/unspecified code (hereinafter, unspecified code) when
assigning the 1ICD-10 as mostly inputs medical resources. This study aims to analyse the current situation of the
unspecified codes in a model hospital. We also analyse the difference of the unspecified codes between ICD-10 and
ICD-11 and discuss about the structural change in ICD-11.

We extracted the unspecified codes from 30,167 discharged patients from a selected hospital (353 beds) in Kanto
region from FY 2012 to FY 2015. We analysed the unspecified codes by year and by ICD chapters. We also
selected three ICD chapters with most frequently assigned the unspecified codes and tried to recode them using
ICD-11-MMS for comparing structures between ICD-10 and ICD-11. For conducting this research we obtained the
ethics approvals from the Ethics Committees of the selected hospital as well as the International University of
Health and Welfare.

The unspecified codes in the hospital was estimated at 7,078 cases (23.5%) out of 30,167 cases, which differed by
chapter from 63.0% in Chapter VIII Diseases of the ear and mastoid process to 1.6% in Chapter XIV Diseases of
the genitourinary system. As compared with the ICD-11 code of the top fifteen diseases each selected with many
unspecified codes, in the ICD-11, some of the unspecified codes of ICD-10 were coded as unspecified still,
whereas some were coded as specified or newly developed codes with unknown pathogens.

As it is very important from the clinical point of view to give an accurate classification of diseases, it is expected
that each medical institution will continue to make similar efforts even after ICD-11 is applied to Japan. As a result
of this study, it was inferred that ICD-11 would give a specific code for some of the unspecified codes.

Keywords: ICD-11, ICD revision, Unspecified code, DPC/PDPS, WHO
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