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History of SS-MIX

Michio Kimura®!
*1 Hamamatsu Univeristy Hospital, Department of Medical Informatics

In 1990’s medical images were standardized as DICOM, led by top market share GE Healthcare. Even now, medical
images are the most standardized in healthcare.

The author thought of following this for non-image data, prescription, lab results, and disease registration. HL.7
Japan was established in 2000, but yet to be prevailed.

In 2004, Shizuoka prefecture designated the author to be a technical leader of Shizuoka Style EMR project. Not to
aim making one EMR software and distribute this, but, this project aimed to make software products. We can say
if a vendor like to sell EMR to Shizuoka hospitals, you have to be able to export data in HL7 format to a
hierarchical structured storage, so that the hospital can make use of the software. By this, major vendor became
able to export in HL7 v2.3.1.

After that, in 2006, Ministry of Health designated SS-MIX as a Ministry standard, also through improvement, it
became SS-MIX2. Now in 2020, more than 1500 healthcare provider are using SS-MIX storages. Now it is a draft
of ISO technical specifications.
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