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Standardization efforts of code for the utilization of data
Akiko Sakai™!
*1 Division of Medical Informatics, Osaka University Hospital

Standardization of codes is an important issue for data utilization. In SWG3, we have been working on considering
and implementing a method of setting standard code at each hospital. We set time axis for activity item and decide to
gradually approach the ideal step by step. Step 1 is the activity range for this year, and step 2 is the activity range for
the next years and thereafter. We have set four task for code standardization. Task 1) Among the items managed in
each hospital information system, decide the items to be converted into standard codes. Task 2) Decide which standard
code to be used for each item, and determine their granularity and range. Task 3) Examine the desirable operation
flow regarding the person who sets the standard code, the timing of setting, etc. Task 4) Examine the method for
confirming whether the code is correctly set for the patient data output to each hospital's SS-MIX?2 or data warehouse.
In Task 1, the items discussed in SWG1 and the items collected in clinical research were candidates for standardization.
In STEP 1, the department, disease name, drug, specimen test result and surgery have been targeted, and in STEP 2,
the image report items and prescription usage will be. In Task 2, the standard code candidates, granularity, and range
of each item have been determined. For example, we have decided that the standard code of the drug is either HOT9,
YJ code or MHLW code and it is not necessary to limit the particle size and range of them. For specimen test result,
we have considered JLAC11 being appropriate and planned to determine the extent to assign the standard code in the
next step. In order to examine task 3 and 4, we've investigated how much each hospital is currently converting from
house code to standard code. In the future, based on the results of this survey, we plan to identify the factors that

hinder the conversion to standard code and search for solutions.
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