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Laws and ethics on the handling of medical information for the purpose
of infectious disease countermeasures
- Issues seen from COVID -19 countermeasures -
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In the infectious disease countermeasure including novel coronavirus infectious disease (COVID -19), collection
and utilization of personal information including the medical information are important. Active epidemiological
surveys are conducted based on legal authority, and health centers and medical institutions collect personal
information and implement measures to control the spread of infection and information disclosure (primary use).
Furthermore, as a secondary use of the personal information collected in this process, medical research is conducted
and published to promote information sharing. In addition, the use of IT technology has become a major
consideration in COVID -19 measures. In our country, information owned by private companies and contact
confirmation applications using Bluetooth are used. Overseas, some countries use data that goes further into
personal privacy, such as location information. However, the use of various techniques to track positive and close
contacts has been widely criticized as leading to excessive state surveillance. In this way, utilization of information
plays an important role in measures against infectious diseases, but it is difficult to say that sufficient discussions,
including legislation, have been made on what kind of information should be used by whom and the relationship
with the information collection provisions in the Infectious Diseases Prevention Law. In this workshop, in order to
prepare for the re-expansion of COVID -19 and new emerging infectious diseases, current issues will be discussed
from the viewpoint of infectious disease science, informatics, law, and ethics, with the aim of realizing an
appropriate medical system and infectious disease countermeasures legislation in the medium and long term.
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