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Safety management of pharmaceutical products by

utilizing standard barcode (GS1)

Ryo Suzuki*2, Tomofumi Yamaguchi™, Takao Orii"3
Masatoshi Sugita™, Toshiaki Kato™

*1 Department of Patient Safety, *2 Department of Pharmacy
*3 Information system, NTT Medical Center Tokyo

The Law for Partial Revision of the Law for Securing the Quality, Efficacy and Safety of Drugs, Medical Devices
and Other Products (the Revised Pharmaceutical Machine Law) was promulgated in December 2019. The revised
Pharmaceutical Affairs Law includes matters related to barcodes, which will be used for traceability in December
2022. Traceability has traditionally been promoted through notifications by the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare. Currently, the digitization of the package inserts of prescription drugs is also being promoted, and has been
in effect since August 1, 2021. Although the application of barcodes in the medical field has progressed in this way,
it is necessary to further study the issues that need to be cleared and the systems that need to be established in order
to utilize them in clinical settings. The use of barcodes to improve incidents is also a very important initiative in

patient safety.
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