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Strategies to provide drug information
Takao Orii™*
*1 Information System (Pharmacy Department), NTT Medical Center Tokyo

In the past, we worked on developing methods for transmitting and providing necessary drug information for
promoting proper drug use. Particular, the focus was on the information provision methods using the internet, specific
problems with information provision using the "drug information provision system™ established, and future approaches.
As a result, we recommended to establish a standard electronic format for creating structured documents that adapt to
user input, so that search and other processing can be performed on the database. In addition, it is preferable that the
format allows users to input the information on the current drug package inserts relatively easily, adopts widely-used
methods, and has been standardized in and outside Japan.

The Ministry of Health and Welfare (currently the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare) established the "Research
Group on Strategies for Providing Drug Information to Healthcare Professionals Using the Internet” as a medical
research group in 1997. Moreover, the "Working Group for Providing Package Insert Information” was organized in
1998, and started the information provision in the SGML DTD electronic format, such as package insert information, and
furthermore in the PDF (image) format. Thereafter, we worked on the provision of not only drug package insert
information but also all other drug-related information. As a result, the "Drug Information Provision System” was

developed through the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Device Agency (PMDA), and has been in use to date.
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