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Digitization of Package Inserts
- Package inserts for prescription drugs (on the side of information provider) -
Satoshi Takita
Chairman, Safety Committee, the Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers' Associations of Japan

Based on the revision of PMD Act effective on Aug. 1, 2021, the package inserts (PI) for the prescription drugs can be accessed
through digitized PI published on the PMDA’s website in place of paper media. By scanning the GS1 barcode written on the container
of drugs with an application such as a smartphone, we can now browse the latest version package insert published on the PMDA
website. The Distribution System Research Institute (GS1 Japan), the Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers' Associations of
Japan (FPMAJ) and the Japan Federation of Medical Devices Association (JFMDA) have jointly developed the app. It is called “Pl
—navi” and has been available free of charge since April 1, 2021. We would like to introduce the efforts of the pharmaceutical industry
to digitized package inserts, the background and purpose of this revision of the PMD Act, and the future direction.
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