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Prospects for “Patient Safety function” in Japan

Kiwamu Nagoshi*!, Taro Tamura®!, Shinya Matsumoto"', Kaori Taniguchi*!

*1 Department of Environmental Medicine and Public Health, Shimane University Faculty of Medicine

Approximately 20 years have passed since hospital information systems (HISs) featuring full-scale electronic medical
records were first implemented in Japan. Patient-safety elements of HISs are partially regulated by the government.
HISs are expected to help prevent medical accidents, such as mistakes regarding patients and drugs. It is hoped that
the patient safety functions of HISs will become generalized, and that an environment in which many hospitals will
actively consider introducing such functions will be created in the future. To achieve this, it is desirable that the
government, academic societies and the medical device vendor industry come together to develop regulations and

guidelines for HIS and patient safety.
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