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The connection between earth sciences and society by
Geoparks -Results and issues in the past decade-

convener:Noritaka Matsubara(Graduate School of Regional Resource Management, University of Hyogo),
Yayoi ICHIHASHI(Sado City Board of Education), Hokuto Obara(Mine秋吉台ジオパーク推進協議会, 共同),
Marekazu Ohno(Unzen Volcanic Area Geopark Promotion Office)
Sun. May 20, 2018 5:15 PM - 6:30 PM  Poster Hall (International Exhibition Hall7, Makuhari Messe)
10 years have passed since the Geoparks started in Japan and it has grown as a channel for linking earth
science and society. In this session, we would like to look back on our activities and discussions of the
past decade, and discuss the feature of Japanese Geoparks.
 

 

Supports for research and knowledge sharing with local
residents in Yuzawa Geopark

*Yukiko Yamasaki1, Noriko Konno1, Makoto Sato1, Takahumi Ikeda1, Kota Nakamigawa1, Makoto Numakura1

(1.Yuzawa Geopark Promotion Group)
Keywords:Yuzawa Geopark, Supports for research, knowledge sharing, Japanese Geopark, development
of relations between Geopark and Scientists
 
Japanese national Geopark is designated by the Japan Geopark Committee (JGC) based on the statutes
of the International Geoscience and Geoparks Programme and the operational Guidelines for UNESCO
Global Geoparks. The guideline stipulates that a UNESCO Global Geopark must contain geological sites of
international significance, which is confirmed by the peer-reviewed, published research. The scientific
value of the site and landscape is also highly important in Japanese Geoparks, thus we need continued
researches by scientists. Since it is impossible to conduct all these researches by an organization to
promote geopark alone, we must request cooperation from scientists. Members of JGC and scientists
related to each geopark have already provided some scientific supports. In order to gain the cooperation
from more scientists, the organization should support research activities. 
 
There is system that Yuzawa city bear 300,000 yen expenses of research about Yuzawa Geopark. A total
of ten scientists have utilized the system. If scientists research at Quasi-National Parks in Japan or the
places are designated as a national monument, they have to file some applications with the organization
responsible for those locations. In order to allow scientists to conduct research on the site smoothly, we
assist them to file the applications. It follows that we could not get only research subjects but also
development of relationships with them. 
 
We must share the research results with local residents. A research presentation was held in February
2018 in Yuzawa Geopark. Although many local residents said that the content of the presentation was
interesting, there were some opinions that it was difficult to understand. There are varying some
interpretations of the research results, thus we have to consider how to explain various interpretations. 
In this presentation, we will discuss about the method of promotion of the researches and the utilization
of research results in Geopark.


