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Engaging university academics with geoscience outreach in the UK
and Japan
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Geoscience outreach involves developing effective partnerships between university academics and
external stakeholders. In this presentation, we study how initiatives can help incentivise geoscience
researchers and educators to engage external stakeholders effectively in their outreach activities. We
focus on two initiatives in research-intensive universities, one in the UK and one in Japan, and we analyse
how interdisciplinarity, student involvement and research-education synergy are embedded in the
approaches. First, the Connected Curriculum at University College London is an institution-wide
research-based education framework, with a focus on students across different years and disciplines
producing external-facing research work together with university academics as part of curriculum design.
Specific examples in geoscience outreach and student-staff partnerships will be discussed in our
presentation. Second, On-site Research Training for Clinical Environmental Studies, and Consulting Firm
for Clinical Environmental Studies at Nagoya University involve academics, graduate students and
post-doc researchers from different disciplines linked to sustainable development working together with
local governments, social groups and businesses in project settings. Our presentation will compare and
contrast the two initiatives, and we will conclude with key recommendations on effective engagement of
university academics with geoscience outreach.
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