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Since R&D of geological disposal of high level radioactive waste was started in late 1970's, technical

developments for the program has been conducted. Recently the Japanese government has published

‘Nationwide map of scientific features for geological disposal’ and has planned to proceed

‘geological disposal’ as the best disposal method. However, geological and social stabilities in a time

scale of 100,000 years, which is critical in the disposal issue, are difficult to be assessed in Japan where

crustal activity is high. In the presentation, the history of the program will be reviewed.
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