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Recovery of the Asian monsoon variations since the late 19th century

by the data rescue activities in ACRE-Japan
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In most of the countries in monsoon Asia, the meteorological observations by modern instruments started

during their colonial period before the World War II. However, most of these old meteorological data have

not been digitized yet, and have not been utilized in the past climatic change researches. Here, we will

briefly introduce our recent data rescue activities mainly for the daily precipitation data in the Former

British India, China, Philippines, Vietnam, and Japan for the recovery of the past Asian monsoon variations

since the late 19th century as one of the activities in the ACRE (Atmospheric Circulation Reconstruction

over the Earth) project. Although with the aid of the World Meteorological Organization, the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration archived the scanned images of huge data books all over the

world, it was sometimes very difficult to read the numerals in the scanned data. The original data

books/sheets are needed for the accurate digitization of the old data. Acknowledgments: Part of this
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