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The Anthropocene is a unique point in time, where human history collides with Earth history. This talk will

explore the origins of the Anthropocene, both as a concept and a term. Using Earth System and

geological/stratigraphic frameworks, we’ll outline the trajectory of the Anthropocene in the context of

recent and longer term Earth history, with a focus on both the physical climate system and the biosphere.

However, it is humanity that now plays the dominant role in the trajectory of the Earth System, which

demands an exploration of the human dimensions of the Earth System. As we look to possible future

directions of the planet in the Anthropocene, a clear picture is yet to emerge. Where on Earth are we

going?
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