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Semantic-Usage Classification of Mimetic Words using Sound Symbolism
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Japanese language has many onomatopoeias(imitative and mimetic words).

Chukyo University

Institute of Advanced Media Arts and Sciences

These words are used in various

scenes as an useful method to communicate with other people intuitively and conveniently. Especially, some
creators make and use onomatopoeias which fit with their own images to appeal to someone emotionally. However,

it is difficult to make onomatopoeias because we don’t have an objective evaluation criteria.

To make unique

and communicative onomatopoeias, it is important to estimate image of unknown onomatopoeias from existing
onomatopoeias and imagine how people interpret the unknown onomatopoeias. Thus, we focus sound symbolism
of onomatopoeias and attempt to classify onomatopoeias into appropriate usage by using its sound symbolism.This
paper presents the results of classification of mimetic words as an investigation of onomatopoeias’ semantic-usage

classification.
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