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Approximate Algorithm for Probabilistic Coalition Structure Generation with Quality Bound
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How to form an efficient coalition/group is a major issue for many applications related to multi-agent cooperation.
Coalition Structure Generation (CSG) involves partitioning a set of agents into coalitions so that the social welfare is
maximized. In real life, it is natural to consider the uncertainty of the agent’s behavior, since there is no guarantee
to establish all coalitions. For example, an agent is available only two days a week because of his/her own schedule.
Probabilistic Coalition Structure Generation (PCSG) is the extension of CSG where the uncertainty of the agent’s
behavior is considered. In PCSG problems, since finding an optimal coalition structure becomes easily intractable,
it is important to consider fast but approximate algorithms. In this paper, an approximate algorithm for PCSG
problems called Approximate Algorithm based on Participation Rate (AAPR) is first presented, which can provide
the bound of a solution a priori, i.e., the error bound is obtained before actually running the algorithm. In the
experiments, the performance of AAPR is compared with that of complete algorithm on a number of benchmarks.

1. K&

FEHEMEIE TR (Coalition Structure Generation, CSG) [3,
4 B &, 37— LEERIC B BRI HAD—D T
Ho, AN —Y 2 FOESEHESNRFID RS
NBEIIC, WO (FIV—T) 12T BRETH
%. CSG [H#id NP5t 2aME e U TAL BN TV 35T
IR DEINE 5] LEMERETH D, RENZISHEIE L
T, RNVFEoYRy bU—T (1], EERESGERE [4], €
MNEAZHE (UAV) ARL— 3 > 2] ZOEMEIHTF ENS.

RN SR HEREIETZ AL (Probabilistic Coalition Structure
Generation, PCSG) [6, 7] li#ELE, ®T—Y x> D (ff
HEO) REANOSIOEHNHERIIKD 5Z 5N TS CSG
METH 5. Tk [8] TlE, CSG RIEDISHEIE LT, K&
I B 2 3B F-— L O RTEMH T E N TV 5. O/
BICBNT, AVN—OMEFRNEZE R LUIGE, B2, X
7Y a—)VFIC K O RENTF— LAOSINOA DRI IZ 0 h
5V, COMEIR PCSG L L TERLATRETH 5.

PCSG METIE, &R TH SN2 FHSOMIRHERFIEN
HREEGD. BIZE, Sk 6] T, ZDDR&5EEE (6
FHEETRNE 1 KU 2) DR EN TS, BIFRHEEHRE 1 TR,
D BRI BT ZFNFOMRHIEE, FETEHSNZ TR T,
IR 2 T —Y 2 Y FOBIIROBC L DERSN T
5. FIREZMENT 2 A=D1 ATERITEGS, 185
NBAHIE 0 &7 5. WIFHEREL 2 TlE, H25REHEEICE
JBFHFOMRHEZEI L TH D, 1F5N2FEOHRHER,
RGN 5N TOARER R E 2O RS T &Ic KD E
HENS. #iEOFEETIE, b8BT 2 FIBOHHE
Z, BEOREIETIE, B2 RIEMIEICHST 2 FIGOHIRHEZ
AL TV, RICiERBBINEDH2ER L IREILETH S
DICH L, BEIBINERCREEZERLUIGITRETDHS.

X LI [7) TU, B BIIC I B AFATTHE R 5
EREUTHIHER FIEDEN EN TV, COREETIE, &
T TELNBFBITH U T, {EED k ADRE LIZGEAIC
BENBRIBOIIRHEEFE LTV, it [7] DETFILVTR,
EED k NORIEHEZ2EE U TR a7z atE L, 16kD

CSG [RIbRDFEITE TROE AR HRE 2RO TV B, A
T, R [7]) THNAENTWS PCSG MEENGE T 5.

PCSG T, BMEOBBITH LT, G5 - ZHEHE DS
HEAEENCEINT 5. 2D, KREBGRBEICN LT, kb
BIVDIRVETR TR PR 2 R % sl L Ui iE 2% 2 %
WEINDH B, RimX T, PCSG HEICBIT 5, fifkEEz
FRAES % il 7L LUfi#i%: (Approximate Algorithm based on
Participation Rate, AAPR) Z{2439 %. AfBETIE, 94
PEANDBIREMENT— = 7 MITHEMREZ TR S, X
I, BRODI—TV Y M ERSEE N PCSG MEICEH
W, FSOIATFHEDN R AR ENS K5 Sidfifd 2 kD 5.

E BT, RIFEIC K> TR BN ROHNERAE (absolute
error) D 252 5. #ikFRAED FRUE R & DAL D
£EN, FANCHEZABTENARETDS. Thbb, T— Yz
> MBERIRZIG B RS, RERICONd 23820 FR2185 C
EMTES. EURETIE, MRAEORGEDRL 2 3Hi S 2 L
THETHD, FREO PFUIREFICHEONEANEE L.

FERTE, FIBMEMINT—Y > ME, RS ZE
KT BHEAND D ERRT. RIS, AffEd: L o a i
BRI Boeefifid [7) 2L L, APRETI, @RS
FRICTE BN T LaRd. PCSG TR TS D 7x
<, HZEELMWHIZED, PCSG DiEEIIAFE LRV,

2. EEEERAREE

FEHERBEIE AL (Coalition Structure Generation, CSG) [3,
4] &iF, ABRI—VrV FOHES, v 2* — N ERHEREK
&L, CSG = (A v) KXW EHREINS. £H A DHNES
C C A Z$E (Coalition), A O7ENIZHEHEREE (Coalition
Structure) &FER. FIX— 12 MI—DDIREICOAEL,
BHORBEICHEFICET S 2 23RV, ¥hfr—Yo v b
FHH 2 54, I OREIE S R s aw.
FHEORNS o(C) IFFFIERIEIC K D 52 5N, $REHEEORIE
V(CS) I &BIEETHRONZFGOMINC LI EZ 5N,
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Bl 1 (CSG ). 3 A\OT—Y = b 5755 RHEREEE K
CSG = ({a1,a2,a3},v) MEZEZ 2. TOMBICHT 51
BRI 22 —1=7THY, SIECBIZFHEIUT LT S.

v({a1}) =2, v({az}) = 3, v({as}) = 2,

v({a1,a2}) =8, v({a1,a3}) =7, v({az,as}) =9,
v({a1,az2,as}) = 10.

RIS F51F 2 Sl RIS, b, TARTORMC S
I BRIROBREINEAEE NS & 5 i 05* = {{a),
{as,a3}} THY, BONBFNHE V(CS*) =11 L7525,

DIRIC, CSG MEICHIT 2REMNZHEE ZRT.

HE 1. REMGTRICENT, R EImEN 2z g
L& IRTCOI—V 2V b 552 2R EN R 52
PG L 2%, e, FEBBO LAz &2, B
WMOT— x> M 575 % BHSRED RE G L 15 5.

3. MERNGRIEBERNRE

RN HE RIS IE AL (Probabilistic Coalition Structure
Generation, PCSG) [6, 7] &£, AZT—Y Y FOES,
v:2d S N, f:A-[0,1]2RT—Yx VD
(H20) FHEADOBNIRERT I E L, PCSG = (A,v, f)
ICXDEREINS. PCSG Tld, #EETHSNZHIEOM
FHERFEEA R L 755, AFSCTE, S [7) TRAENT
% PCSG DETIIVEHS. PCSGICHLT, k ADRJE
TOEBZ ACA (Al =k) &T3. TOLE, WHERRIE
FOROEI 2 O FET S, (LD k AL FORIEEDLE
#ac2 IKBLT, A4 C 5 a ZlDRNTZERD O
i, CHh5 Cna ZBOERWES (C\a &idihd %)
TEIN, HoN3HFEv(C\a) Itk GAbNhEEDE
95, TOEE, ChbaZzlHBRWERD ORHEE C\a T
BoNZABFOHHER, UTOXTEALGNSEDLT 5.

ve(C\a) =v(C\a)- ] fla)- TT(1 - f(a))

acC\a a’€a

(2)

Kz, e C ONBOMFHEIZLL T THA SN0 LT 5.

3 w(C\a)

ae24

Ve (C) (3)

DB IRHEME CS ICBI 2 FNGOMIRHEE, DUNCRT &4l
TRHSNZHROMFHEDHEIIC IV 5A56NELDLET .

V.(08) = 3 w(C)

cecs

(4)

HHIHERSE CS ICMILT, ¥V OS : V. (CS') < V.(CS) hk
DVDEE, CSRRETHS LWV, CSF Litihd 5.

Bl 2 (PCSG ). # 10 CSG MIHEICHE VT, FFAAFE
BRIGERZ k=1L, 8T—Y 1Y FOTEOEEEAD
BINOEREZE f(a1) = 0.8, f(az) = 0.5, flaz) =0.1 &L

x1  PREERSSIZRIC BT, FUEREDMEIENTH 2 L3 CinC; = 0
T RN C; KU C ICBLT o(Ch) +0(Cy) < v(Ci U
C;) R DANIDT L BT 5. F72, HHEBBASITENTH S
i v(Cy) +v(C)) > v(C; UCH) RO IIDT L ZE%KT 5.

LEDOPCSGMEAE#Z%. COLE, KBV TEDS
NHREOMEEE, X 3) kD, UFOXIICHEENS.

ve({a1}) = 1.6, ve({a2}) = 1.5, ve({as}) = 0.2,

ve({a1,a2}) = 4.3, ve({a1,a3}) = 2.04, v.({az,az}) = 1.9,
ve({a1,az,as}) = 4.66.

BIZE, 1245 {a1, as} ICBI BRFOMREMEE, NS
U7z & DFIGOIRHE (ve({a1,as}) = 7-(0.8-0.1) = 0.56)
KO, ATED 1 ABRIE LTz & & DFIFOIHE (ve({as}) +
ve({a1}) =2-(0.2-0.1) +2-(0.8-0.9) = 0.04 + 1.44 = 1.48)
DOF12.04 &75%. TORBICHT 2 E0EsfEEREE CS) =
{a1, a2, a3}, FENDFNGOHIRHEZ V. (CSS) = 4.66 L7553,

PIRIC, PCSG I BT 2K G EEZ /R

ME 2. MR ERSEIER T, R RIS ENIE M2 1
g ¥, SRR REAIR G L 0, FEREE SN
EMERTd & 213, B R G L e 5.

0-1 BHGHERIEZ AL PCSG DERIL

PCSG [H/EE 0-1 BEGTHELE & U TebfETH 5.
B ZiE, B 20 PCSG REIZMUTFOX S icENMeE 5.

max. 1.6-a1+1.5-a2+0.2-a3+4.3- a2
+ 2.04 - ai13 + 1.9- ass + 4.66 - ai23,

st a1+ a2 + a1z + aies =1, (6)
az + a2 + azs + aizz = 1, (7)

az + a3 + az3 + aizz = 1, (8)
ai,az,as, a2, a1s, a3, arzs € {0,1}. 9)

C Z.T‘, ai,az,...,a123 Ci, ?“T@ﬂﬁ%tﬁ%?%%‘:i%b’(h‘
5. BIZIE, a1 FHOEREE {a1}, ares EREEEE {a1, a2, a3}
ZRLTVS. SRBEEHELTERTIN, Z8io0 £z
1 OVTRhDEZES (20 (9)). X (6)-(8) X FEHEICEIT
BHREMEEL, B2, K (6) I}, T—YYka A
{a1}, {a1,a2}, {a1,as}, {a1,a2,a3} DI 1 DOFEHE
IKCDOHEL, HBOTECFAICET 2 LI TERVENS
RIS EREN TV S, K (7) I a2, X (8) I as ITBHT
BHHFZEMEERELTOS. A (5) &, BE5NSHIFOHIHED
AL 752 K5 In G 2 ke 2 BBz & L, SR8
&, HETHELNIFBOBHENGZ5NTVS.

4. PCSG e E\F B

ARFETIE, PCSG MEICBT 2L ZIRETS. &5
IC, AREIC K > TR BN B MROMTFRZED 252 %.
4.1 EUEEE

PCSG [EIC B 2 Uf#: (Approximate Algorithm

based on Participation Rate, AAPR) IC DWW TR T 5. A
fiRiki, LANISRYS 2 DOBRBEIC L > THREN TV 5.

B HAWRP NG, TV OBIMEp LT,
p<p&iEBL—Y M MIATHMIEERTERESE 5.
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ERPE 2 ¢ BRFE 1 THUO BRI N, OO —Y Y 5k
DIEME NI NT, 55 N5 FGORHEN R
Ke7xd &9 T idEfs (0ss Lidihd %)
RT3, i, ERFE 1 OB L S BAbE IR
G (0SS Litibd %) EAMEEDNELIRE T .

Bz X, #20 PCSG MEICBNT p=01&35%. &
1 &y, T—IYxb az IKIFHEHIEEREREES. X
2, BODIZ—Y Vb ap RO ap IZHU 3 it i e i
WhERSDB, TV Vb ar & a MEELIEEEICEDN
ZRSOMFHE ve({a1,a2}) = 4.3 1%, WEHIEEERIER L
o te & EOFNGFOIRHE ve({a1}) + ve({az}) = 3.1 &
DEREV. LIH->T, BB 2 ICB 2 Rl it #
{a1,a2} £7%5%. LLEXD, AAPRICEK > TH SNSRI,
CSF = {{a1,a2},{as}} £%x%. Flz, CSTICE->THELEN
HHGOMHEIX V.(CST) =02+ 43 =45 755.

4.2 REFOBOREE

ARIREIC & o TH DN B MROHNFRSE (absolute error) D I
WoBZ%. ko FRSRERE OFZICIhREN, F
AICHAZ T EDARETH S, J7abb, T—Y v MEEM
fife 7 15 % W GUMRIC T B3R 0D FR 2185 T LN TES.

PCSG IcBIL T, AZKREHDESGLEL, Co = {ai|a; €
A} BRIEE a; BTN TORENS R 2EG LT 5.

8 1. PCSG ICEALT, AAPR OERME 2 T8 5N % Rtfi
CS; b, BiEfR CS: OMICLIFOAREADKATT .

Ve(CS2) = Ve(CSa) < Y ri®

a; €A

(10)

max

TCT, 2% = maz{ve(C) | C € Cq, } BRIEHE a; 25
L, INTOFREOT TR S NAFNGFOIRRHEOR A2 .

Proof. RIGEHEITHT B IimiEz VRIS 5. £9, A=
P DEE, AAPR DEME 1 TOI—Y Y MEIZ 0 275D, 7T
DORIEO IR G RO NS T2, LITHE D7D,

V.(CS;) = Ve(CSL).
N, Y earat™ =008, LIFKD, K (10) HHD D

max
ag

Vo(CSZ) = Ve(CS) =0< 0=
a;EA

KT, TRTOn = [AICHLT, LUFHRITT 3 LET 3.

Ve(CS2) = Ve(CS2) <> rin®®, VA, |A| =n.

i=1

(11)

TTT, RFEDESGLE LT A={a1,...,dn,an41} BEZD.
Fio, RMsiENEE CSr = {C, .., Cr kTR, O
LE, REE G ZCH, . O onTnhOIEIE LT
5. MRS T kixl, C;(I = {lfl,bl,...,bm} 9% 2,

Ve(CS2) = 0e(CFY) 4+ 0e(C2) + ... + v (CF)

max

< TR 40 (CF) 4 o ve(CF)

x2 CTTT, fEED b ICBLT, by =dj,i€[m],je[n+1]\{1}
ERBAREEE H B A, R (12) IS LAV,

< p v ({bi}) F o F ve({bm }) F0e(C2%) + . e (CF
<7t 4 Vo (CSZM)

TTT, Vo(CS:T) IS A\ {a1) IS5V 2 i ks
BET. V.(CSF) & Vo (CST) DHIRCI, EBIC da, ..., dn &
HO B < RENB B, GEOR (1) &0, LUFHED 7.

(12)

n+1
Ve(C82) = Ve(CS2) <> rimee.
1=2

Lk&y,
- n+1
Ve(CSY) S ri®4Ve(CSZ™) S r®™ 4 rit® Ve (CS2)
=2

n+1
<D Rt Ve(CSL).

i=1

O

FE 1. PCSG IZBL T, AAPR IC &> THE LN D TLU#E
CSF &, miEfiR CS; ORI FOAREXD LT 5.
—ve(ai)}

Ve(C8Z) = Ve(CSS) < 3y e afran™™ (13)

Proof. PCSG REICBILT, CS; %z AAPR DE 2 TS5
NAWERE T, COEE, i (1) XD, LUFDBBOIT 5.

Vo(CSI) = Ve(CST) < >

a; €A

(14)
WAED, Y, cqve(a) 251K £ (13) B ERENS.

ra, T — Z ve (a;)

{Ve(CSH=Ve(CST)}= D welas) <

a; €A a; €A a; €A
Ve(OS2) = {Ve(CST) + Y welai)} < Y {rd™ —ve(ai)}
a;EA a;EA

Ve(CS2) = Ve(CSE) < 3 {rg™ —ve(a)}

a; €A

O

& 3. PCSG ICBWT, FEEEDEIMEN 229 & &,
AAPRICE > TELNZIELIROREIEZ AT XA—% p, T7&
bbb, RIEGEKITT 20, BB EINEEZ6 3 &
E, GoNZALME, pITKFT AT %<, REfeixs.

Proof. #KROERE L, FEHVEREIAIZEIET 20, FREEEEE
IEE 2T A AAPR OB 1 KOASHTHS.
PRI H I 257297856, AAPR OER 1 TIERE N
BHEMIREOHEEICH D 5T, CS, TIEHIMEEHED R X
Nz, CSHITHTHIMEEN SR 2 e G %5, O

5. FHMEER

ARETE, FIPHIIE LT, EANOSNENMLNT—
VY MIHEMER BRI LYW LR, RIS, H
TR AR AT E 2 e ML & AL D SR 21T 5 .
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£ 1 MR RIERIEDIEE NS EIA.

I—VxY M 6 8 [ 10| 12] 14
p=0.05 100 | 99 | 96 | 99 | 99
p=0.1 99 94 | 87 | 89 | 88
p=0.15 95 91 82 82 s
p=0.2 89 8 | 75 | 70 | 67

‘ —complete algorithm

&0 === AAPR

20

0

10

! 10 4

number of agents
1: SERfifd & AL D FATRHE.

5.1 FlwRER

TR T, BxdP AL (- M) O PCSG
MEICH LT, FT—Y Y b OREANOSHIERMEVES,
HURERED & R 2 ML E NPTV L 2RT (K
fRILDEE 1 D24 - RIEEANOBFEIX, IR THIT—
VY hTHULCBEDEL, ZMEEp=00505p=02°%,
Lz, iz, ==Yz VMU 6 5 14 & L, JBEITHL
T 100 A VAR A7 ER L, SigETHE LN RGO
[1...1000] DHEPHN STV R ISR Lz, £ 115 p Bl
5, HMHEED SR 2GR E N2 EG 2 Rd. £ 1
X0, IREAOSIRMENT—Y £ > MIHENREER KT
BUEEMMH B Ny oTz. FlZIE, T—Y 2 M6, &%
I—V Y FOBIERD p = 0.05 DEETIE, 100 B, X
TOREIC BT HIREED 575 2 -GS IER S N, ——
VIV 14, BTV NOBIHEN p = 0.2 ORET
&, 100 Frp 67 B CHARIEED 572 2 - ERSE DB S Nz

5.2 TEMEEAEDLER

PCSG MEICHIT 5, Rdff7z (Rl 2 5e it & AR
DL ZITS. FEBTIX, p=02%& L, FEHLEL
FRE CHfRE O VERE R BT U7z, SRERFSE R 100 A VAR Y
ADVHEEET. K 1IC8E2T— o> MEOREIC B
ML OFA TR Z RS, K1 XKD, T—I VMOV
W TIE, WfAEOIATRRNIZIZ L A LA D SR 5 Th
I—V YV MIWKRELARBICON, TOARBKRELL A>T
Bz, T—Y x> bM14 ORFETI, 7eefikicBsd %3
ARG 91.4 7, AFRRICI) 2 TR 134 R TH- 12

FT7z, £ 2ICHIHEIC X > TIESNIAISOIIRHMEN T, i
WERFED FREIRT. & 2 X0, AL TERSNRSOHT
fHIF e 2L TR L NTREOHFEL F L A EZ D55
Tz, BlZIE, =T—Y v M6 ORE T, seafifiEic k-
TESNIREMEOTEZ 1778.2 Th-o . THUTHL, &K
RIS K > TR BNTGELMED A 1769.6 TH -7z, £z,
I—V 14 ORETIR, Rk -> TEBNE
WEEDIFIINE 4329.4, ARfHEIC K > TE S NI LUED TS

£ 2: SERIRE EARMREIC K o TS S MRS,

I—VxY M 6 8 10 12 14
seafitik 1778.2 | 2355.6 | 3053.1 | 3694.2 | 4329.4
AAPR 1769.6 | 2343.6 | 3039.8 | 3676.6 | 4312.0

oAz D 5 754.3 989.3 | 1199.9 | 1519.1 | 1684.8

1% 4312.0 (K1 99%) THolte. EBIC, HRFEAED A K
5L, PlAE, T—Y M4 1ICBT 5 FEIMHEIT 1684.8,
Tixb b, RERATICEERINCAREE X N2 FITSFOIARHMED T
4329.4 — 1684.8 = 2644.6 (39 61%) TH-oTz. LILEOFREK
D, RIEETIEEREEORNERICEOND T ENyhoTz.

6. &5

RIS FENDEIE I (PCSG) MIRETIE, RED BRI o
UTC, 5 - 2= DRI N 5. 2 D79,
KIS U T, g D 0GR T iR 2 2 %
IR 2 2 2 0 Eh S 5. AR TlE, PCSG [
RIS B 2 RO LfRE (AAPR) 2324 L, AAPRICK -
T ENBROMKFED ERZEEZ . fikEReEo LRI,
RO e DEICKDEREN, FANCGEZ BT LDIRETHS.
X7z, EBRTIE, AAPR Leffigih & OEREZ7 MG L, AAPR
TEmsEhD, GREORIKRFARETH S L2m L.

SHBOMEE LT, EHEANOHEHANE T NS, BRH
I, VFrg Ry U= (1] REFEHIEIC I B 5
F—LOEKIE 8] ZEZ TWVD. ZTOftuct, /8T A—4
kE&RONA MEDOES L AR, TRA MMEE SEMEE FERHC
ERE LT 2 HINESEE T )V U XLANDIEREE Z T 5.
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