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Extracting and Exploiting Latent Knowledge Structure by Graph-based Knowledge Tracing
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Recent advancements in computer-assisted learning systems have increased research in the area of knowledge
tracing, which estimates student proficiency based on their past performance. In this context, deep learning-based
methods, such as Deep Knowledge Tracing (DKT), show remarkable performance; however, existing methods do not
consider latent knowledge structure. This limits not only the prediction performance but also the interpretability
and validity of models’ prediction, which prevents the application to real educational environments. In this paper,
we propose a graph-based knowledge tracing model, Graph Knowledge Tracing (GKT). Representing the knowledge
structure as a graph, we model students’ time-series mastery to each skill using Graph Neural Networks. We consider
two problem settings, one is to exploit the pre-defined graph structure and the other is to learn the implicit graph
structure from data, and provided two models to deal with them. Using two open datasets, we empirically validated
that our method shows higher prediction performance and more interpretable and valid prediction compared to
the previous methods. These results show the potential of our proposed method to enhance the performance
and the application to real educational environments of knowledge tracing, which could help improve the learning

experience of students in more diverse environments.

1. ELC®»IC

AR, BE LR O A IMED BT, EEERBRORRIIZ
BT BHENEEZEDT WS, HTHAGESTH (knowl-
edge tracing) [Corbett 94] DRFSEIE, RO EMEDFEITE)
ZICITME % DEFEOEMEZ FHT2E0TH D, B G
LI NEHNERIRMT 2 L O R BB TH 5. RN
TRk 2 BT ERERINTE LD, BB EOEHIC
&0, NFTOEMRREREH 2 VIO FIEL D @WK
FETOFRAAIREIZ 72 5 72 [Piech 15].

—H, BREEEE W HERES RN T 2 B O SR
T, WINEHFHOMEZ T2ICERB LT T IVDEGE
TV, AWFZE T, FES T O TR, TRTR )
% & 2R % MR AER OBESIZAEI U725 O, TRIGRHEE
B BAFRDHEOMEBEROE L IZ—2DER%E 2 LT WA
B LTEHT D, HHHHEDRFHIFE PRI VW TEE
B R, HEREEOMRICH M EE S X 5 Z A HIS
THY, T UZRIGENEZ2HRIIZHERE L R WEEFITZE I,
TOOHREEEATHS, —DIF, BEFEHOETVHTIZE
WCEER, N1 7 ALIENS, F—2OWEIZHT %
HEFRZH D Bl R ET NV OBREDRTETWRNWZD, FHO
BIRP R T — ZANDPAEYIF S T W B AT EEMEATE N Z &
THh5. b5—2lF, W IR 33 EADOLX, HIEN
DBMEMEZR E DB IRINIC KIS vz, EFILAHI
BT DHHESNELEDLSIHILTWE WS Tl
fRBMEAME R U720, HYFaTL%BEUAAAERL W
FEEETNVNEG L PHUOZUEBE NI 270Y, FEEOH
BEHIGICB T 2 HEHER Y HOFERMZ T TN L THS.

AT, HEEMOBEMEE 75 7Rk %2 AW TERL
U, ICTERENPED, EEFEEZMNTYZ 7% > Graph
Neural Network Z#5BEU7ZETIVIZ LT, 2S5 DORED
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ke 5. RERTR, RETEVPRFATEICLEAT, mEE
POfRFIE L ZAMEDENTFHETAS I &, A—T VT —
RERWCEMNICHGEEL, 2T —2hroFFINis 57
Wiz g 52 & T, FRILRIRENE OREHIE L T
WD, £, EREREZHEX, V7 7OEHEED5%
DIGHER TR OHEP BRSNS eS8 T
KIFBAEAT T IR OB ICHT THA R RRE B 725 .

2. BEER

2.1 Deep Knowledge Tracing

Deep Knowledge Tracing [Piech 15] (DKT) % RNN % i
AU CHERS T ZITOFIETHS. ETIVOANE, H5
D H DML BT B MEE FOMAGDLEEFS/L
7z one-hot X7 ML TH v, MEOEE M L ThE, BEIiX
2M 2725, AW SN2 HWBEBIE, €T Vo Tl
D, EHEOMETEHOBMZRINI T HHONBAETHS.

2.2 Graph Neural Network

7T 7%, TREYE (V=) LxnsoBRE (ZyY)
MOERETHTF—XDEES7ETH Y, Graph Neural Network
(GNN) FHEREFEEHNCTT T 7 %25 FIEORKTH 5.
M ERERIZ B\ TR 20 B & F6HE U 72 CNN U, M%7 —
ZAZIRE DR AT XRALE AL & &2 BR U 72 E T IVIEIEIC
Ko THRT R — R B KIRIZHIRI U Rdy S mnWRE) 2 15 L
T BRI NT WA D, GNN I FERROFERE % w4 D KL
DB RREED T — R U TR L7z 6 D L R g 2 e Ad
T & % [Battaglia 18].

3. RBEFE

AT, WL %E 2o 7 REEZHWTERL, GNN %
PR U 72 B85 12 & > THIERES T %217 5 Graph Knowledge
Tracing (GKT) DETFILEREET 5.
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3.1 GKT OERt

1. THRARZEBRIMS &, KM, SHEkE 7 — K, A
HEoBBEE Ty Ve UEAMIEANS T T RRTIE
NHEEKSD. GKT Tl, /—F v RIS T 2HE i 239 3
AAEE A OB HIRER R TFRIVIRE h, 2EHEL, SZITE
TEDIREIEMMPBI X NBBITIE, L — F o 12IMA, B
B/ — K vjen, DRNIRESL TN T 5. T, Ni &/ —F
PWCBHET S - NOELEEKRT. EFVIEX, DKT [k, 4
ROWA T £ TOMEIERERN x'ST 2 AL LT, KO
YT + 1 OIFEIE#RTH =T Z2H L, DKT &[RRI
RINTHT 2AONBREEBMET B L5 10EET 5. N
TIXETILOMNIEE =D DBFEIZ /0 CTHAT 5.

9, AR t 1I2B 1) A% <t BWEIE N Eig,
PRAVIRIED T IZ T MO EN 21T, &/ —Fi=
{i0yria, ) CBEEE — ¥ j € N; RIS B E30IRAEZ i
U, BMAFLDA Ty 2 A8 & OMREIEEDOIED A AL
Lt 5.

- -
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Xémb Xt Ex
h;' (!, xE,]
h! = [h),E,()]

T, ald, BT WTRBIZME L ZAF VOB
E£LTHBY, x I, MESNEZAFNDA VT v I ALRE
Fii%RTEE 2M O one-hot RZ ML TH D, Eq € RM*®
BEAFNVOMDIAATITH Y, Eyx € RZM*C 325 )LI12H
I ARG IERDMDIAAITHITH D, e IFHLDIAADIRITELT
H5.

WIZ, EINEBE I, EEORNIREEZHT T 5.

41 Foet(0) (k=1)
m , . 1
; { fneighbor(h/§7 h ;7 9) (]C # Z) ( )
= 1
ht+1 t h L j : » t_+1
an ag . e,g (mlat)
iay €1
ht+1 — ggru(ﬁt+1, ht)

ZZT, felf, freighvor WIATEDOBIETH D, AHITETIX foery
IR EOEZE A= 7 ha Yy 205, 0 IHMEREDI/NT A —
RTHY, Geo I [Zhang 16] THW 517z Erase-Add 7 — b
B 5L T AT AR EDTH D, Gyra 12 GRU [Cho 14]
MPONAL T AHAERWZEDTHS.

BB, IRORZIZB T 2 E STy 287055,

yt = We2Wor ht+1 + boT

ZIT, Wo1,Wee i3/ — FLETHWSLNSEATHITH
D, bo i/ —RZTEIZHNL UEZFFDONA T RIHTH 5.

3.2 GKT DMHE

GKT OWE % BFFIEL Ol 6553 5. £9, DKT
[Piech 15] i, HiffiZ2 RNN 2562 L7ZET AV TH Y, BRIk
BEZAXNVILIZIKHLTE#RTER WD, AF)IVEOMH
Ve % BRI K L 72 0, BIRFIZ B W T#EEDM
BOBHREWEMEET 2 DWW TH 72, £z, ZOHHE
EfFRT B 722 AE Y175 % ZEA L7z DKVMN [Zhang 16]
H, AEVDOKAT Y MIASZER- O A F )V EAZHHRIIZH G
UZRWMERGTRIRTH b, AF )L L ORMRE BT L2

KHTE R o7, —J, GKT 1%, Wiz 25720 T
BRI B RS 5 Z & A3 fEe b, A )L 2 & DRk
BAEXMLUTE#HRLE LT, AFLVEOBRELEREDT Yy Y
PEHBDO=a—F ) xy NI — 212 & BIEIE L E W TH
MIZEBEARETH S, ZOLIBMEELS, HROFIEITEAR
TEVEVEETOTHMATEEIZZ Y, 72 THIOMHME>Z
WA Bd B Z AR I B,

3.3 GKTIZBII37770ES

GKT [ZHGEEEE2 7T 7 & UL TENML U THEER Tl %
FOETINVED, ETVOFEMIE, BADS T 7 %R
(explicit) \ZARET B H, 77 7 ZHRINAEET (im-
plicit) IZEFIVOFEOBETRKIZFE TSI L HAEET
H5. KWL TlE, 1i# % Explicit Graph Knowledge Trac-
ing (EGKT) , % % Implicit Graph Knowledge Tracing
(IGKT) & LTRHIL, AFTENENOREEZHIS 5.
3.3.1 Explicit Graph Knowledge Tracing (EGKT)
EGKT T, BE/ — N ORIWREOEROBIC, EHL
TR Ty YO E T LA 2 ORISR IV TER L 724%,
1RRE U 7= BERI D BT 51 A D& ST EM GRS 5. Z

Dr¥E, R1ICBY2 mit EUTORTERS L.

ml = AT O fo('L W) + Ak © fi([,
ZZT, fi, fo HMTEOBEKTH Y, AW TIIZEOLE \—
7 rarEHVS. EGKT &, FEDOHIETES L 2R
750 % RIS B D, REFFETIEEEFEAD DKT O TV H
5 [Piech 15] OFEICHE I WTHIE L [DKT 75 7], &
MR ETTICER L BRI S7), HEUSOE) — R
HEUWEHATENT S (26275 7) 2EHL THREEER1TD
3.3.2 Implicit Graph Knowledge Tracing (IGKT)

IGKT 1¥, MEEEDFH & RIS S THEE2 T — &
SHFETIETNCTHY, AiffFETlk, 77 7EE¥ET S
HEL UT=E20E TV ERET 5. —DHIE, EGKT &
BEDE T IVHEEIZ B W THHETH A 235 A=K /AR LT
xi#/td %, Parametric Adjacency Matrix (PAM) T 5.
—OHIE, Ay FOEEER [Vaswani 17] Z VT, &
J = RORETGC, Ko~y REHWT?2 /= NiED K
WBODT Yy VOEARHATEI LTSS 7GR HETT 5,
Multi-Head Attention (MHA) T 5. AHFFETITAEREHE
D70 S 7RG 2B T 5720, TERROFHEICIZA*
VDA YTy I AREEROMDIAAE A ULTHWS.
=DOHIE, STy VOMEEERTIHHONT IV AR
HE z DIFE2EHEL, VAE Z2HWT z 2#ET 52T
77 7&E R HEET B, Variational AutoEncoder (VAE) T
5. [Kipf 18] CEHEBETILTHY, THIOADKEK
REETINA, BHEEE z DTG q(z]x) & FRiD M p(z) D
TN T - 547 T —IEREERMET 2 X510 IE5
ZET, 7RSI B AN AR ERET S Z &N

4. EB&

4.1 HERRHETE
EERITIE, AV ITA VEE Y — Y AD ASSISTments*! 12
B L EFEORFORMEMRE T 7D [skill_builder] *2 75

n'y])

*1 https://www.assIstments.org/

*2 https://sites.google.com/site/
assistmentsdata/home/assistment-2009-2010-data/
skill-builder-data-2009-2010
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1 &T— XLy NOkiEHE

T—Xey b B AFAVRTEH us
ASSISTments 1,000 101 62,955
KDDCup 1,000 211 98,200

£ 2. BFEDETFILO FHIEE O i

. AUC
Fik ASSISTments KDDCup
Ne2S54 DKT 0.709 0.751
DKVMN 0.710 0.753
DKT 75 7 0.723 0.764
EGKT BEB® 77 0.721 0.769
eiEGT 5T 0.722 0.762
I PAM |~ 0719 T 0762

IGKT MHA 0.723 0.766
VAE 0.722 0.769

Bb5F—Xtw ~ (BAF, ASSISTments) &, KDDCup @
Educational Data Mining Challenge Cffif§ X 417z [Bridge
to Algebra 2006-2007] [Stamper 10] DF—Xt v b (BAF,
KDDCup) Zf\W5. &7 —Xt v b CTlX&MEIZ MO
MERPEZELZ TAFIVRT | BTSN TE Y, Kif%ET
BZDEAXNVR T % TR OE#HEELTD. &£T K&y b
&0, FARREEZERT 2ERERD 72 —DIZE L, HRIDH
DUTOHENTEYXI—TRVWAFILVOMRET 72 ML, &
1 10 BIBA ERE I T WD AF L OMED 7 % Ml U724,
HZa—Y 100 BIHE ORI ZHIHL, T X LI 1000 21—
P U7z, Y EoZKMr oI nizs— 22y b Ol
HER1ITRT.

4.2 ER1: ETILOFROBEDLLE

9, IWETENPFTIEL D @EWEE CAEED RS2
FHTE 22 RFLT 57212, DKT [Piech 15] £ DKVMN
[Zhang 16] ZX—AF 4 > & UL TFMD AUC Z gL, %2
WRUTz, &7 —X &y FTHREREDS D% KFE TR L 7.
#£LD, WVTNOTFT =Xy MZBWTH, BEFEIRD
BWEEEZTRLE. ZOZehs, HEMOBENNESEE 25
JEAVWTERNLL, GNN 2R L T2 7 7 KB LTER/ED
HEWESE2ETY V7% T 2EFIED, HEVESOTHIZE
WTHMTH D Z LRI NT-.

4.3 EE2: EFTIOFROMBRME & ZYMDLER

WIT, IREFEFEFOEEFE 2 AW FIEL gL T,
fRIRME & Z MM EDE WD T2 2 2 MAE L. £9, H5
HREDIKES T £ TOME T Z 25 U CTHEBEAETIVICA
AU, WHhS NS 7T RAEEZRWTESLL 7202 EHT 5
ZET, FHFEADETMZILD, FEDEAFNITKT HHEE
RHN DB FE TR E ST RERITHI 2B L 72, Z D175 %
iz, FEFAETLVOTFHNIZOWT, &EZIZH W THEET
BRI DB PE D AFER L T W B 2T & o THEIRMEZ 34 L,
IRE U705 7k & HE U T AEMEDE R E FHIL TWA T
& o THZUMEEFM L 7.

ASSISTments (28135 DKT & GKT O SEHK L 7=
1506, —BOAFNVESIZET 2EOAZHMIELZE D%
B 1IZR L7z, BRFINICBWTES - #8 LEAF VTG
LEBIL, FNFN (O & [x] ZHELA. KHEHIZBY

He—hvy L, BITVEAFLE, BADBENSHIED
WAZ£LTHY, SEZROOIIHHEOL/LE AL LZE
DT, FEITEDIFEFHRESVAED L, faIEO<IE
CEAEE WM U7z e RS2 e k5.

9, EEDBHEITRA U2 A X VES I B0 AdhH
ULCR#UEL 725 D% X 1alZ_ U7z, K& Y, DKT TIXf#
BOBNE TR X N2 EAEZEOROBEBMENNE L, £TOMH
WEIZMEDNE K BB L TWE—J, GKT TIEZAF K
T D BREDE D A F )L DR HEI X 37 R CRARE 12 SE
INTVWBEIEWbnE. ZOMELY, BETEDRGFTE
ZHEARIEFRMED PRI Z T ATV Z L DSMRGE X N7z,

Wiz, 757 LCBHET 3 AF I IVHESIZET B EO A4
LCHE L2 D% 1b IR L2, MoAHNE, %v b
7 —JZBIZB T BNIGT B2 LTt L 72 D TH
5. M&Y, GKT I28WT. AF )L 29(Effect of Changing
Dimensions of a Shape Proportionally) DO 3@l < 11 C
WRWE DDOFBETFRINKRE KLUz 2w T, 7
7 7 ECHEHEY 5 AF )L 4(Addition and Subtraction Positive
Decimals) DIEEDPEENTE Y, EFANS T 7 L0
BRIZED N Tl 217> TV ARSI N, — 5, #
MDD TS T REIH L0 DKT OHITIE, 05 At
WBHERTE LD o7z, ZOMELD, REFENEFFIRICIL
RZYEDOEH VTR EITATWS Z DML E -

4.4 R 3: FHEINMEEBEDODHT

BBIZ, FEBDOICKT DET AN SFHINT T TG
EHHELTRY b7 —2Ke LTHEL, oLz, IGKT
EEPEET 277 7GR O CEMEOHES 2 7l
T5720, @BOVKEETTHHA AL IGKT O€ T 5
L7205 70 51%, RKARMFBBEDHFITOVTHELER
MAZBONBTREMELRDE. EFIEOETFT AL SMERL
3y hU =2 EX 2 ITRT. BAFAMPME T 7N THE
INDEYEF ZEIR L, HRRKELRDITENTHFOL?S
i, RO TEE BT S/ —ResmLrk. &
BO7=HI1Z DKT 225t U722 5 7 [Piech 15] 1, thdik
W/ — NEIZZ < Zy UDRENTED, 75 AX %KL T
WAKF DR T E 72, DKT IZ&TOAFIVIZET 2 HHR
EBEA-OBNRETHES Y, RHORFOETY V7%
TFWIZWET VTS 5728, REIERF DN/ — R
DIRIFRBREZEH LT WA EZ SN S, PAM »
SR L7225 714, ftid MHA ® VAE & g3 % & Fighy
DKTIZEW, O\ — R &2 FIZH RS, 77 AR%
U T WA TR TE 2. R asiciEl Lz
3a 75 1F, 12(Area Rectangle) ¥ 20(Complementary and
Supplementary Angles) 72 & DL IZBI T 5 A F)LE LD #H
BRI Nz, MHA 25 ERUL7-2" 2 71%, RiED / — N
PE%L DIy INRHEH L TV BEEF DR THND. DTk
DFE U2 o TRk e i AF B 2 38 L T 0 B i REMED S W
N, o FlETAAEENNDH Y, AFN T LD THKERED
MEEBGET 208D H B, VAE A SER LRSS 713, o
7T 7R, BED ) — Ry IPEFETITEL D/ —
KRB o7 Bin s T 7 o7z, NENTIZE BRI 17
U< ws oD, —&, B 3b TR L&D, 46(Mode),
38(Histogram as Table or Graph), 78(Scatter Plot) &\ -
TR 2 A VDS ESINCHER L CW AN R EE H
D, FERDOFETIRIRLUIZ WD, FERAGZBRMEANE N &
FEZoNnbdTy VBRI NI
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5.

AL TIE, BEAFOREFHE % AW 72 RES Tl O
Y, KRS 2 PRI E B U2 T VG2 DT nan
ZrIZEDAELTWS, ZOoDBEICERHL, MiiEs s
Z7FREEZMNTERMEL, GNN % HL3RE U 7= Bk © Raies
FHZTTD GKT OETIVERE L. REFER» S, BE
FIEIFBEAFF IR AR TEREE P DM - 2240w Tl
MPITA 2D ZEDRIN, HFESTHORERL COEM%
BT 5 L THBRLDTH D Z PRI N, REFIE
R T — R B BEE L WHAEO S WIERTH 5720,
Gk T — 2y NAOBEANRTE, X5 ICRERES TR
X GNN DIEEDHIRIZ BT 2 LR e asbE s Z &
T, 0 FROKEDPHIM 2L 2EmO2 I L1/ TE 2.
T/, BETHRIZL>TT— &0 558 UM, ek
DNHDFFI IR HEEERET D2 en 6, BRWKAEIGE
DEFITM & WS WAL EEZ R IF2E0TEH D,
2T BRE T — 20 5% HE 3 5 [Nakagawa 18] DA% &
MALGOLEDZ LT, LOERBRBEGSND AREMEND
5. KIFETIRBFICZETS 207 —Xty &AW,

X ORI T — X2y NEAWTHGEET 2 Z 2T, FEOR
JAVEDIRGER, SR A 72 RIFAEE 1 B $ 2 B 7 LR DO JEAGHY
HifFCE, SROMEHRETH S, AU, SEROAGES
FUMREA LS NS EHE R MAVEEZ R L, WSO
FXEMZIESE, SERAEREIZB T 5 EEDFER RO
FIZHFET28DL LB EFE0TVWAS.
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