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The superior vena cava to right pulmonary artery shunt was first described by William Glenn as a more
stable source of pulmonary blood flow in patients with cyanotic heart disease compared to a Blalock
shunt. At present, the Glenn shunt is the most commonly used inter-stage procedure for single ventricle
physiology. However, the Glenn shunt provides only a limited amount of pulmonary blood flow, which
decreases with age. Flow distribution in the pulmonary arteries has been shown to favor the side of the
Glenn connection, and contra-lateral pulmonary artery flow is usually less than 30% of total lung flow
when pulmonary resistance in each lung is similar.

The concept of augmenting pulmonary blood flow to a Glenn shunt has been considered for over two
decades. However, in most cases this was done by leaving antegrade flow at the time of Glenn creation,
usually in young infants with still elevated pulmonary resistance.

Our center has explored the use of supplementary blood flow to the Glenn for the purpose of either
increasing flow to the contralateral pulmonary artery and improve systemic oxygenation, or as a way to
increase total pulmonary flow and blood return to the left heart to induce left ventricular growth with a
plan to achieve a bi-ventricular circulation (BiV). We have termed this approach the “ super Glenn”. We
have found that in both instances the additional pulmonary flow, usually with a Blalock shunt, is well
tolerated and can result in improved systemic oxygenation and total pulmonary blood flow without
significant rise in Glenn pressure. The addition of a restriction between the Glenn connection and the
shunt insertion to the contralateral pulmonary artery is often needed to ensure that most of the
additional pulmonary flow from the shunt does not compete with Glenn flow.

In a recent report we described our results with 37 patients where a Super Glenn was used as part of a
BiV staging procedure. Most children had hypoplastic left heart syndrome as the primary diagnosis. There
were no early or hospital deaths and 62% achieved a BiV circulation at a median of 11.3 months after
Super Glenn. We conclude that for the Super Glenn that is done for left ventricular recruitment, this
procedure achieves consistent growth of the left ventricle. This may be a useful strategy to help achieve
a successful BiV circulation in patients with borderline left ventricle. Optimization of pulmonary blood
flow is critical and pulmonary over circulation should be avoided. More studies are needed to evaluate the
utility of this technique and to further define adequacy and definitions of LV growth as a means to
achieving BiV circulation.

©Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery



Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery The 57th Annual Meeting of Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology
and Cardiac Surgery

Invited Lecture

Invited Lecture09 ( II-1LO9)

Chair: Takaaki Suzuki (Saitama Medical University International Medical Center, Japan)
Sat. Jul 10, 2021 10:50 AM - 11:40 AM Track1 (IRiti=17)

[1I-ILO9] Building teams for the growing population of adults with congenital

heart disease
©Joseph A. Dearani (Department of Cardiovascular Surgery Mayo Clinic, USA)

©Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery



Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery The 57th Annual Meeting of Japanese Society of Pediatric Cardiology
and Cardiac Surgery

(Sat. Jul 10, 2021 10:50 AM - 11:40 AM Track1)
[11-1LO9] Building teams for the growing population of adults with

congenital heart disease
OJoseph A. Dearani (Department of Cardiovascular Surgery Mayo Clinic, USA)

Improvement in surgical techniques, anesthesia, and perioperative care has resulted in most children born
with congenital heart disease to survive into the adult years with a normal or near normal quality of life.
A careful transition from pediatric to adult care providers is important to avoid issues related to the
loss of continuity of care an undue financial or psychological burden to the patients and their families.
The patient's, their families, and the healthcare providers are faced with many challenges during this
transition process that can be optimized an overcome by Education about the heart defects and a team
approach with clear lines of communication. This presentation will address several challenges related to
a transition of care from pediatrics to adults, and some of the specific medical and surgical challenges
that face all the adult Congenital healthcare providers.

At the present time there are more adults with congenital heart disease then there are children and part
of this is due to improvement in survival for the vast majority of infants with congenital heart disease
who have undergone successful surgery during infancy and childhood with most living well into the adult
years. Residual or recurrent lesions may precipitate the need for reoperation and some patients require
multiple surgical procedures or interventions over the course of a lifetime. Arrhythmias are also a
common problem to most all congenital defects and require medical therapy or percutaneous/surgical
treatment.

The most common problems encountered in the adult congenital population are valve related; most result
in the need for numerous reoperations and many of these valve interventions involve more than one valve
abnormality. Approaches to patient selection and strategies and risks related to surgery in the ACHD
population will be reviewed.
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The presentation will outline the challenges and pitfalls of predicting postnatal outcomes in fetuses
diagnosed with congenital heart disease. | will review current predictors of outcomes, including fetal
echocardiographic and clinical measurements. The presentation will focus on a particularly challenging
cohort of fetuses, those with borderline left ventricles, and those with possible coarctation of the

aorta, with a series of case vignettes.
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The term Transposition of Great Arteries (TGA) defines a large spectrum of anomalies associated with
discordant ventriculo-arterial connection, both anatomically and hemodynamically. It can be qualified as
simple”, essentially defining the presence of intact interventricular septum or “ complex”, defining the
presence of associated lesions: VSD, left and right ventricular outflow tract obstruction, Aortic arch
obstruction and also some complex forms of coronary anatomy.

Nowadays, in absence of significant left ventricular outflow stenosis or atresia, the anatomical repair of
all forms of TGA requires the Arterial Switch Procedure. In this setting, congenitally corrected
Transposition of Great Arteries and Double Outlet Right Ventricle with sub-pulmonary VSD (Taussig-Bing
anomaly) can also be defined as “ complex” forms TGA.

The clinical and surgical strategy, and surgical techniques for each specific forms of TGA have improved

in time reaching excellent outcomes. In my lecture all these specific strategical and technical aspects
will be approached.
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