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While laser diodes (LDs) in the I.?-L 6 Um wavelength region are taking a major role in the

field of optical fiber communications, LDs with shorter wavelengths are expected to find a large

market in other applications as well, for example, in digital audio disc (OaO) and video disc

systems and laser printers. This expectation has started to be fulfilled, as some of these systems

utilizing laser diode light sources have been, or are on the verge of being, put on the production

line. The aim of this panel discussion is to seek an overview of the present status and future

prospect of short wavelength LDs, based on the realistic assessment of what the research and

development has so far achieved. Panelists have been invited from both the device and the

application sides in the hope of forming a concensus on what needs to be done and what can be

done in R/D on fabrication and application of short-wavelength LDs.
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