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Energy Transition and the Social Acceptance of Renewable Energies
Yasushi Maruyama (Graduate School of Environmental Study, Nagoya University)

The purpose of this research is to show social aspects of renewable energy projects and the
way of consensus building from the viewpoint of social acceptance.

Awareness of the environmental problems e.g. climate change has accelerated the global
movement toward decarbonization. In Japan, the use of renewable energy sources has increased
4 times since the Great East Japan Earthquake, and is expected to continue to increase. On the
other hand, various issues have arisen. In addition to many technical and economic issues,
social justice issues such as the "just transition" have been discussed in recent years (Sovacool
and Dworkin eds. 2014). Among these issues, environmental impacts and consensus building
in the location area are increasing. This research explores ways of resolving these issues from
the perspective of decision-making procedures and local benefits.

Renewable energy is relatively small-scale and decentralised. This means that the number of
projects will increase and decisions will need to be made in many different regions with
different natural and social conditions. There exists various unique issues , which cannot be
justified by the benefits of the energy transition for society as a whole. In fact, the number of
cases of opposition from local residents is increasing in Japan, and local authorities are
becoming increasingly vigilant. However, there are also reported cases where same level of
environmental impacts result the exact opposite reaction of stakeholders'. This makes it
difficult for regulatory framework.

The concept of social acceptance tries to respond to these issues. It states that the allocation
of risks and benefits, decision-making procedures and trust are influential

In fact, many reports suggest that social factors, such as the communication of developers
and the availability of benefits, have a greater impact on discomfort with the environmental
impacts of renewable energy than physical factors. We would like to report on the current
situation in this respect from the International Energy Agency (IEA) report, and discuss the
possibilities for the future. In view of the diversity of regional characteristics, the zoning system
proposed in the revised climate change policy may function as a consensus-building procedure.
In terms of benefits, various social innovations have been developed, including participation in
finance, and the concept of community benefits that contribute to the future of the entire region
has also been proposed. We would like to discuss the possibility of introducing renewable
energy to improve the benefits of society as a whole in light of these points.
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AfRE D BIITHEERZ AL WO AN S BAMRET R LF— (LLF, BTXx)
DFNCLBEIRAEZWI R R L GERKOH D FITHOWTHREFT 52 L TH 5.

RAEETLE VS~ OB 2 5t & LT, BRI T 728 & 23 R A2
HWLOOH 5. BARIZEWTHIRAARERZZE L L TREECR 7 Loz 1
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FIRBK 4 52U TB Y 4% bFHILRB RIAEN TN D.

LD —FThA RBRELAE L TV D, BIRRMIZ L D HEE~DRIE 72 & BN
S RRERIRRE B D 72 < WD R TIIHE A EIL 00D 2 EN R S TR Y |
[N TE 72 %47 (Just transition) ] Z XL & T 54 AEORE @M LE LTS
(Sovacool and Dworkin eds. 2014). & D72 T b I 3517 2 BREEESA B
DRREDEE 2 TV D, Ay TIETERRE O Fhe & & Ml D2 4§ &y 5 LA b8
RO T EE R D,

2. fEEpANE L ) RE

PR R 3AE S S N 0 B C o B 72 O RN L, BRSO S4
DR D ZHOMIBENENICEIT 5 ERRENLE LS. £ ZIT3LEfTizH <
DERRILTRMNFAE L, =RV X —HRHL L W S (RS SR TR L » TES{LEh
D0 TRV, FEDO L Z A BARIZIBW T b MU RO 25217 261254880 L T
BY., 5 EBEOERN e bE LA TS, 7272 L, FIEEORFEZEICKT 5
AT = RNE =D ISR EWY & 72 50 6 s S TR Y | BLHIA e ks 23 HRe LI
KWy ZORDBREET EAA L Mo EORENEZ LN T2 b 6T, B4
AT SZEME LN 2 CTAIE T o B B TS B S 5 341 & A 7e < Ta v,

ZOXRIBBBITIEZ LD LT 20N B ZEMEE VWO MERETHD. £2T
TSR TOEEM: &SI COEPME L IZEB L E T &I WV TTY R
7 AR Ol Sy, BERRED FHex, £ L TEENEET S L LTV 5 (Wistenhagen,
et al. 2007).

3. BEIEHROFHE & HIROZ 4

EERD L Z ABT R ORI T D ANREI LT B EIR L0 b FEER
DRIERZL IR DA I L WV o To SR BER PR E SEEL TWD &0V ) REDZEAF
ET %, 29 LRI OWTEBE V¥ —HB (IEA) OWEE) S BUR 2 i3
% LRIFFIZ, A% OAREMEIZ DWW Cagim L7z, MR E D 22 I E 2 5 &L &
IEIRHE (MIERIERZ b R OHEMEIZEA§ 2 1Ef) TRE SN TV O HIK T & o =2
HABE L HEERIRORE (V—=7) DEEEMRO TR E & L THEET 2 rTaetk
NdHD, FTEFICONTH, T7 A4 FT U A~DBIMZITIUD & LTS FIENBH
HKINTEY HIBREORNRICET 221 2= 4 X7 4y FEWIEZEIHTbiE
BENTWNWD, 29 LERZEE 2 THE2ERofig 42 m EESE 5B READATHE
M 2 i L 72\
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