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We have developed Ni- or Pd-catalyzed deacylative couplings of aromatic ketones. A key
for these reaction are a functional group metathesis between aromatic ketones (Ar'-COR) and
aromatic esters (Ar'—CO,R) via sequential Claisen/retro-Claisen condensation, giving aromatic
esters (Ar'-CO,R). Merging the functional group metathesis and various decarbonylative
couplings of aromatic esters in a one-pot manner, a formal deacylative couplings of aromatic
ketones can be realized.
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