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Chromones are important structural motifs in natural product and pharmaceutical chemistry.
Thus, functionalization of the scaffold is of special synthetic importance. The reported route to
access 2-acyl chromones consists of multiple reaction steps and requires more than an
equimolar of expensive heavy metal reagents.” We present NHC-catalyzed reaction®’ to
introduce aroyl groups originating from aromatic aldehydes to position 2 of chromone
derivative 1 in the presence of NHC (10 mol %) in acetonitrile at room temperature to afford
the corresponding aroyl chromone 3. The starting material 2-methylsulfonylchromones can be
easily synthesized in 2 steps from commercially available compounds which makes this
transformation valuable.
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