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Axillary odor is a disease in which a strong odor is emitted from the axilla owing to the sweat
secreted by the apocrine glands present in human skin. Although there are reports on the odor
components, it was judged that the quality of odor is different from that emitted by our patient.
Therefore, in this study, we determined the volatile components in 20 patients with axillary
odor through sniffing GC/MS, and identified the odor components that characterize axillary
odor. The volatile components from the patients were determined through phylogenetic
distribution; those that mainly contributed to odor were aldehydes, fatty acids, and key
components that characterize axillary odor correspond to 10% of the total. In particular, the key
components were the most important component that contributed to axillary odor, despite its
low content of <0.1%. In addition, the results of 20 patients revealed that the odor types can be
classified into 5 groups, and that aldehydes and fatty acids were present in all groups.
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Fig. 1 The contribution of the volatile components from the patient
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