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Rh(II) carboxylate-catalyzed cycloisomerization of sulfonamides with enyne moiety (' Faculty
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An efficient method for the catalytic construction of cyclopropane-fused tricyclic scaffolds
through cycloisomerization of N-cyclohexenyl-N-propargylsulfonamides was developed. The
use of dirhodium(Il) tetrakis(heptafluorobutyrate), which features strongly electron-
withdrawing carboxylate ligands, proved to be the catalyst of choice in terms of catalyst activity
and chemoselectivity. A range of enyne substrates bearing alkyl or aryl substituents on the
cyclohexenyl moiety were cyclized to produce tricyclic sulfonamides in good to high yields.
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