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Proper Way of Announcing Research Use of Medical Information
at Clinical Institutes

Yukio Kurihara *!
*1 Medical Science Cluster, Faculty of Education and Research, Kochi University

The Act on the Protection of Personal Information (APPI) require users to specify the purposes of collecting personal
information, but within those purposes users don’t need to notice individuals again on real use. However, the ethical
guidelines for medical and health research involving human subjects requires researchers to do informed and consent for
each research. Therefore it seems that the ethical guidelines requires researchers to follow more conditions than APPI.
This conflict seems to induce insufficient observance to APPI and the ethical guidelines at clinical institutes. Here it was
investigated how to announce the research use of personal information on the web pages at ten National University
hospitals and ten large hospitals funded by the local governments and private organizations. It was found that at hospitals
funded by the local governments and private organizations the research use of personal information was well specified,
but at National University hospitals that was rather roughly done. The announcement of individual research was not
understandable for general citizens. Following APPI, the announcement of research use of personal information on the
web pages at clinical institutions should be largely improved.

Keywords: Law on the Protection of Personal Information, Research Use of Medical Information, Way of
Announcement, Ethical Guidelines of Medical Research
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