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Current Situation of the System of Secondary Use

about Medical Information
- The Cases for Denmark and Netherlands -
Shinsuke Ito™, Eizen Kimura™
*1 Chuo University, *2 National Institute of Public Health

Denmark and the Netherlands have launched systems for generating statistics based on register data such as
demographic and administrative information (including medical and health care information) on both individuals
and families. Data from administrative records (register data) are collected and stored in a registry are also
automatically transferred to and maintained by the country’s statistics bureau, with the purpose of producing
official government statistics. In Denmark, various register data such as the names and medical histories of
patients kept by the Danish Health Data Authority of the Ministry of Health are transmitted online to Statistics
Denmark. The register data is structured in a way that allows for it to be easily shared between different registries,
including those that store demographic information (resident information), address and building information,
corporate information, and personal identification numbers. In Denmark and the Netherlands, register data has
been made available for use by third parties under an arrangement between the government agencies that collect
and maintain the data and certified organizations that wish to use the data; this arrangement is carried out in
accordance with laws regarding the use and protection of personal data. Users can log in with an ID and apply for
access to personal data in various fields such as medicine and health care. After direct identifier information has
been deleted and personal identification numbers pseudonymized, personal data can be used in a secure remote
access environments. Results of analyses that involve personal data are checked in order to ensure that no
identifying information is exposed. This report describes the current status of collection, storage, and management
of medical information in Denmark and the Netherlands, along with the features of the system that allows third
parties to access utilize this information. This report focuses especially. on the creation of official statistics.
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