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Examples and types of misdates in catalogs of Japanese historical
earthquakes and associated materials
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Dating of earthquakes is a basic practice in studies of historical earthquake. Incorrect dates of
earthquakes sometimes occur because of (1) mistakes in the original material, (2) mistakes in compilation
of material, such as historical records of local governments, and (3) mistakes in editing collections of
materials for historical earthquakes. Eight examples are presented that show the corrected dates and
causes of the error. These results may help to find other misdates in historical earthquakes, which will
lead to better understanding of past earthquake occurrence.
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